
 

Virginia Conservation Network 
103 East Main Street, Suite 1, Richmond, VA 23219 

vcnva.org  |  804.644.0283  |  vcn@vcnva.org 

	
 
 
 
 
November 2, 2018 
 
The Honorable Ralph S. Northam 
P. O. Box 1475 
Richmond, VA 23218 
 
Dear Governor Northam, 
 
Thank you for your commitment to provide much-needed conservation funding for Virginia’s environment - 
specifically your pledge in March of this year to increase natural resource funding to 2% of the General Fund. We 
look forward to collaborating with you to reach this goal in your 2020-2022 budget.  
 
This letter serves to highlight the conservation community’s budget recommendations as you and your team are 
putting together your amendments for Virginia's current biennial budget. These recommendations are pulled 
directly from the 2019 Environmental Briefing Book. This annual publication is written by Virginia’s top 
conservation advocates to showcase the environmental community’s collective state-level priorities in the coming 
year.  Descriptions for each of the budget request listed below can be found at the corresponding page number in 
the Briefing Book. You should have received a paper copy of the book at your office via mail, and you can also 
view the book online at www.vcnva.org/learn.  
 
2019 Conservation Budget Requests 
 
Give Farmers the Tools They Need to Protect our Rivers and Streams (pages 8 & 64) 

• At least $100 million for the Virginia Agricultural Cost Share Program (or the documented need 
according to the Agricultural Needs Assessment).  

 
Meet Virginia’s Need to Tackle Polluted Runoff (page 10 & 64) 

• At least $50 million for the Stormwater Local Assistance Fund to keep up with the Commonwealth’s 
stormwater obligations. 

• Provide adequate funding for the Virginia Conservation Assistance Program. 
 
Restore Resources for Environmental Permitting, Inspections, and Enforcement (page 14) 

• $60.7 million to restore Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) agency funding to pre-recession 
level. 

 
Address Sea Level Rise and Our Changing Climate (page 18) 

• $50 million for the Virginia Shoreline Resiliency Fund to help localities adapt to sea-level rise. .  
 
Protect Virginia's Oyster Population Through Continued Investment (page 22) 

• Ensure $4 million annually for wild oyster replenishment  
• Ensure $1 million annually for ecological restoration  

 
Restore Stream Habitat (page 26) 

• $250,000 for Department of Game and Inland Fisheries budget for Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries 
Management (Item 372, Wildlife Management and Habitat Improvement 51106).  

 



 
 
 

 
 

Capitalize on Efficiency, Virginia’s Underutilized Energy Resource (page 42) 
• Implement a robust state fund to finance efficiency measures by local governments, schools and possibly 

others, repaid from savings.  
 
Address Environmental Inequalities in Virginia (page 46) 

• $100,000 for the Governor’s Advisory Council on Environmental Justice 
 
Protect Virginia’s Treasured Landscapes (page 52) 

• Provide full support for Virginia’s successful grant programs 
o $16 million for the Virginia Land Conservation Foundation 
o $2 million for Virginia Farmland Preservation Fund, and  
o $2 million for the Virginia Battlefield Preservation Fund. 

• No changes should be made to the Land Preservation Tax Credit (LPTC) that would reduce the impact 
and availability of this important land conservation tool.  

• Remove budget language restrictions limiting the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s ability to 
acquire land contiguous to specific state parks and natural areas.  

 
Preserve Virginia’s Historic and Cultural Resources (page 54) 

• Remove the cap of $5 million per project for the Historic Rehabilitation Tax credit, and oppose any 
further efforts to cap or weaken the HRTC program 

• Provide increased funding for the Virginia department of Historic Resources administration and Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  

• Provide increased funding for the identification and protection of African American historic resources.  
• Include budget language directing the Department of Conservation and Recreation to review the 

suitability of Brandy Station and Cedar Mountain battlefields in Culpeper County as a historical and 
recreational area or a state or regional park. 

 
Connect Virginia’s Communities through Passenger Rail (page 60) 

• Protect the baseline of funding dedicated to the Intercity Passenger Rail Operating and Capital Fund.  
 
Achieve Smart Transportation (page 62)  

• Any new transportation funding, such as an internet sales tax, should devote a substantial percentage of 
revenues to transit, rail, bicycle and pedestrian projects. 

• Provide increased funding for transit, bicycle, and pedestrian projects.  
 
VCN’s network of 100+ organizations look forward to working with your administration to support a budget that 
fully supports protection of Virginia’s rich natural resource.  Please contact me, or any of the authors listed within 
the briefing book, with any questions.   
 
Sincerely, 
  

 

Mary Rafferty       
Executive Director 


